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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the Initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to amendment filed 04 September 2007 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. In the remarks filed on September 4, 2007, Applicant cancelled claims 1-8, and 
submitted arguments for allowability of pending claims 9-1 1 and 1 3-1 9. 

2. Clainns 9-11 and 13-19 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statenient of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claims 9, 10, and 13-19, none of the references of record, alone or 

in combination, suggest or fairly teach the limitations of independent claim 9 in such a 
manner that a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails 
to disclose a holographic recording medium comprising: a recording layer in which 
infonnation is to be holographically recorded; and a light-shielding layer which faces a 
main surface of the recording layer and selectively transmits a recording light, wherein 
a ratio of a first average transmlttahce to a second average transmlttance is 15 or 
larger, the first average transmlttance being an average transmittance of the light- 
shielding layer within a wavelength range of Arec-10 nm to Arec+10 nm where Arec 
representing a wavelength of the recording light, and the second average 
transmittance being an average transmittance of the light-shielding layer within a 
wavelength range of 300 nm to 600 nm. 

Regarding claim 11, none of the references of record, alone or in combination, 
suggest or fairly teach the limitations of independent claim 1 1 in such a manner that a 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to disclose a 
holographic recording medium comprising: a recording layer in which information is to 
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be holographically recorded; and a light-shielding layer which faces a main surface of 
the recording layer and selectively transmits a recording light, wherein the light- 
shielding layer includes a laminate of dielectric layers, materials of the dielectric 
layers adjacent to each other being different from each other. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Citation of Relevant Prior Art 
4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tsujioka etal. (US Patent Number 5,592,461) disclose an optical recording 
medium provided with a masking layer on a side of a recording layer for receiving a 
reproducing beam. The masking layer is prepared from that containing photochromic 
dye molecules having absorption at the wavelength of the reproducing beam and 
causing a photon mode reaction by absorbing the reproducing beam to be reduced in 
absorption. 

Horimai et al. (US PGPub Number 2006/0109774 A1) disclose an optical 
information recording medium having a structure in which irregular reflection of 
information light and recording/reproducing light from the reflective layer of an optical 
information record medium is prevented, thereby reducing the noise appearing on the 
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reproduced image, the optical information recording medium for recording information 
by holography comprises a transparent substrate, a recording layer where information is 
recorded by an interference pattern, and a filter layer fonned between the transparent 
substrate and the recording layer and adapted to transmit a light of a first wavelength 
and reflect a light of a second wavelength. The filter layer of the thus structured optical 
information recording medium transmits a light of the first wavelength (for example, red 
light) and reflects a light of the second wavelength (for example, green light). As a 
result, two lights of different wavelengths can be separated and used for different 
purposes without being influenced by each other. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaTanya Bibbins whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1 125. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 am - 
5:00 pm, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571 272-7582. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. . 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-clirect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 




